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Local brigade members honoured for their service 

Lithgow (Australia), 8 July 2022  

Western Mines Rescue has honoured former brigade members for their service at a ceremony 
in Lithgow. 
Earlier this year, former brigade members attended the unveiling of the new honours board 
that acknowledges volunteer brigade members who reached the milestone of 25 years of 
service or more, and who have since retired from the service. 
Graham Healey, Training Coordinator at Western Mines Rescue said that the honours board 
was a way of preserving the mining history of the region. 
‘Some of the older names on the board date back to 1939. They would have been involved in 
responding to various mining incidents in their day,’ he said. ‘The more recent additions have 
also played a significant role in Mines Rescue and we wanted to recognise their long-term 
service. Some of them have family working in the mines today and have been inspired to 
become volunteer brigade members like them to help provide peace of mind to our industry 
and its workers.” 
Mines Rescue’s roots were founded in emergency response in 1926. Today, Mines Rescue 
continues to maintain emergency response capability to industry and also helps mining 
operators to manage risk and operate safely through specialised safety training.  

‘Volunteer brigade members are specially trained in mines rescue techniques and emergency 
preparedness,’ explained Mark D’Elboux, Regional Manager Western Mines Rescue. ‘It takes 
a fair amount of commitment as they need to attend regular training throughout the year to 
remain active.’  

Their dedication is celebrated at a presentation night that follows the annual mines rescue 
competition, an event that is designed to test their knowledge and skills in simulated 
emergency scenarios. 

‘We present special awards to those who have one hundred per cent attendance over 5 years 
and 10 years as that is quite an achievement in amongst work and other commitments. But we 
also acknowledge five, fifteen and twenty-five years of service. There are some people who 
have been part of Mines Rescue since early in their mining careers who are still involved 25 
year or more later.’ 

Graham said that researching the names for the honours board had been a rewarding experience. 

‘One of the gentlemen I spoke to told me that when he first joined the Mines Rescue brigade 
there was a similar board at the station. He said it was his goal to get his name on the board, 
so I’m happy we were able to make that happen.”  
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Above L-R names and years of service: 
 
Peter Buttigieg (1979-2015), Roger Cameron (1995-2020), Gary Collins (1986-2015), Peter 
Glendinning (1970-1998), Gary Brown (1981-2009), Don Lovett (1990-2015) 
 

Vale Peter Glendinning 
 4/02/1938 – 10/06/2022 

Western Mines Rescue recently lost one of its most 
respected and liked past brigade members. As well 
as a long serving brigade member, Peter 
Glendinning was also employed as a ‘callman’ at 
the Western Mines Rescue Station where he 
served under Station Superintendent John Gold.  

Peter also cared for the gardens and yards at the 
mines rescue station; winning ‘Lithgow of Garden of 
the Year’ on several occasions.  

Peter will be remembered for his absolute passion 
and care for Mines Rescue. His family shared that 
he was sad that he ‘had to’ retire at 60 years of 
age, yet stories will be told for many years of Peter 
and his ability to tell a yarn. Rest in Peace Pete. 

 

For more information please contact: 
Belinda Ward—Marketing Manager Coal Services 
Mobile: 0419 148 135 
belinda.ward@coalservices.com.au 

Above: Peter Glendinning points 
to his name on the honours 
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About Coal Services: 

Coal Services is an industry-owned organisation committed to providing critical services and 
expertise to the NSW coal mining industry. 

We operate a Specialised Health and Safety Scheme that provides an integrated suite of 
services aimed at preventing injury and illness in the workplace. These services help 
employers to identify, assess, monitor and control many risks inherent in the NSW coal mining 
industry. 

Our preventative and responsive services in the areas of occupational health and safety, 
workers compensation, mines rescue and training help to deliver on our purpose ‘to protect’. 

We are jointly owned by two shareholders, the NSW Minerals Council and the CFMEU – 
Mining & Energy Division. Our purpose, vision and values are aligned to focus on the safety 
and health of our industry and its workers. 

Please visit: www.coalservices.com.au 


