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Coal Mine Worker Definition



Order 45 coal mine worker definition 

Key changes

• Definition is based on current or previous history of airborne contaminants, hazardous chemicals, and 

occupational noise exposure, not just work location

• Excludes office/non-operational workers with no exposure currently or historically

• Workers who do not meet the definition of a coal mine worker do not need a health assessment

Key considerations

• Review workforce against the definition

• Identify those workers with a past exposure history

• Update programs, systems and coal mine worker lists



Risk Categories



Risk categories

Key changes

• Risk categories are a new requirement in Order 45

• All coal mine workers must be classified:

– Category A: Safety critical

– Category B: Safety sensitive

– Category C: Non-safety sensitive

Key considerations

• Assign risk categories to all coal mine worker positions

• Consultation with host site / contractors required

• Review risk category if coal mine worker changes position

• Must provide risk category when booking a health assessment

• Must be included in the coal mine worker list



Change in Risk Categories

If the incorrect* risk category has been assigned to a Health Assessment the following process applies:

• The health assessment must be less than 3 months old

• A face-to-face health assessment review appointment is required (CS Health or EDN)

➢ Clinical findings and reassessment of CVD risk

➢ Any new health assessment reviews and referrals are provided (if required)

➢ Any existing health assessment review requirements continue

➢ Health assessment review certificate - “Health Assessment review completed due to a change in risk category”

• Transitional arrangement until the end of June 2026

*This is only required if a higher risk category is needed



Order 45 Risk Categories webinars



Order 45 Chest Imaging



Order 45 Chest Imaging Requirements

• Chest imaging must meet the Clinical & Service Standard

• Chest X-rays (CXR) must be classified using the ILO International Classification of 
Radiographs of Pneumoconioses

• CXRs must be dual read by two AHPRA-registered Radiologists with:

– Unrestricted Australian registration

– NIOSH B-Reader accreditation

– Reporting completed under the dual read protocol

• Both Radiologists must be named on the chest imaging report

• An HRCT (within 12 months) may be accepted if compliant with the Clinical & Service 
Standard



Understanding Order 45 – chest imaging radiation 
dose

Source of exposure Exposure (per year)

Order 45 ILO chest x-ray (one picture) 0.02 mSv

Standard chest x-ray (two pictures) 0.06 mSv

One return flight from Melbourne to London per year 0.11 mSv

Total natural radiation in Australia 1.5 mSv

High resolution computed tomography (HRCT) chest 5 mSv

mSv = millisievert: A millisievert is a unit used to measure effective radiation dose — essentially how much radiation the body absorbs and the potential biological effect of that exposure.

<10mSv = no direct evidence of effects on human health



Order 45 – Chest Imaging Process

1

Health Assessment attended and chest imaging completed

2

Health Assessment Certificate released



Order 45 – Chest Imaging Process

1

Health Assessment attended and chest imaging not completed

2

Reminder Process

• Week 1 – coal mine worker sent a reminder notification 

• Week 2 – coal mine worker and employer sent a reminder notification 

• Week 3 – coal mine worker and employer sent a reminder notification – FINAL REMINDER

3

Health Assessment Certificate released

• Amber 1 Determination with 6-month review

• Health Assessment Certificate will expire if chest imaging not completed
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Respirator fit testing

Key changes

• Respirator fit testing is no longer compulsory in Order 45

• Respirator fit testing may be included with a Health Assessment at no additional cost

Key considerations

• CS Health will only provide respirator fit testing in compliance with Australian Standard AS/NZS 1715:2009 Selection, 
use and maintenance of respiratory protective equipment

– Respirator fit testing will not proceed if coal mine worker has facial hair that doesn’t meet the standard

– CS Health will notify report contact if respirator fit testing does not proceed

– Any repeat testing will incur a service fee

• Work Health and Safety Regulations and respirator fit testing

• Respirator fit testing requirements detailed on the SafeWork NSW website



Respirator Fit Testing – Facial Hair
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Health assessment reviews

Key changes

• Health assessment reviews are a new requirement in Order 45

• Time and payment provisions are included when the health assessment review investigation is related to 

airborne contaminants, hazardous chemicals, and occupational noise exposure 

Key considerations

• Non-completion of a health assessment reviews = health assessment certificate expiry

• Systems and/or processes need to be developed to monitor and manage health assessment reviews

• Systems and/or processes need to be developed to managed time and payment provisions

• Communication needed with coal mine workers regarding the health assessment review process

• Build sufficient time into the process to manage booking and processing of health assessments prior to 

the health assessment certificate expiry
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Resources and Supporting Documents



Coal Services Website



Coal Services Health Monitoring Requirements for Coal 
Mine Workers Order No. 45 (Order 45)



Guide to Order 45



WHS Regulation 2025 Audiometric Testing Exemption



Order 45: A guide to health surveillance in the NSW 
Coal Industry

• Comprehensive guide for employers to health surveillance 

under Order 45

• Covers the end-to-end health surveillance process in the NSW 

coal industry

• Defines employer roles, responsibilities and compliance 

requirements

• Supports understanding of risk categories, triggers for health 

assessment review and health certification



Risk categories - supporting materials

Risk Category Guidelines

• Appendix A – risk categorisation template

• Risk categories fact sheet

• Explainer video

• Webinar recording

• FAQs



Order 45: Change readiness guide for employers

Change readiness considerations: 

• the definition of a coal mine worker

• risk categories

• health assessment reviews

• respirator fit testing

• coal mine worker lists

• transitional arrangements

• requirements for booking a health assessment

• transferring a medical, and 

• other considerations



Order 45: Transitional arrangements guide for 
employers

Transitional arrangements for Order 43 medicals under 

Order 45.

These arrangements are designed to:

• avoid duplication of health assessments

• provide clarity for employers 

• ensure that coal mine workers remain compliant 

during the transition.



Coal Mine Worker Fact Sheets



Q & A
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